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All good Hearts, to ſtand upon their Watchyz - 
And.in all meeknefle and ſobriety to plead for 
the ſntereſt ofthe People of God , and'for the 
Juſt Liberties of theſe Nations. \ 
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From diwerſe of their Antient Friends andC 
rades, that are lovers of Peace and Ri 
ouſnelſe. EE 


_ ——— ——— NS 


my, 
bw, oT 


ces 


" 


Mm 


A 


OY : > 


WEE, 


O 
V 


dE, 


$&5 
: 
Pr * 


_ TOs. eos >. - , = —w ode eo Woof were new oe ov ww 


— mY . 


vo GJ) 7 
Sohdsb0034055033-60588 
as 
| A CALL: to the Officers of the Army, &'0. | --” 


From divers 0 f their ancient F riends and Comrades, 
. that are lovers of Peace and Righteouſneſs. 


T hath been and is the grand defigne of- 
Sathan, the old deceiver, to raiſe 1 p ſtrong* 
and complicated oppoſitions againſt the 
work of Reformation 3 And we are.not ig-. 
norant, that he faſhions his ſnares and deceipts 10. 
curiouſly , and twiſts. aud infinyates him fo. 
ſubtilly, that he makes uſe of th :very;.I0 5y- 
ments of that work,at once to hin erand 10.y0- 
dermine it. Itisadampto our 1] pirits tp con{ider, 
that the ſun of glory, which had advanced it ſelt 
ſo far in this our Meridian, ſhould go back ſ0:ma-. 
F © LSWV/PtanBD> TRE NEST IROITY [ave kite £1 Lig 
ny degrees on the Diall of theſe h CP | and 
that from fuch ſplendid hopes, as once there 
were, by reaſon of groſs.and thick interpoſitions, 
it ſhould tend almoſt to an yniyerſall Eclipſe. 
We know not, where the remdra and ObſtruQi- 
on is, n0T 1s 1t our purpole to fix the blame up> 
on any: But we lay our hands upon our hearts, 
and accuſe our own vanity and folly, and uneven 
walkings, that have been the cauſe of depriving 
us of ſoricha mercy, We cannot but with griet 
take notice of the unhappy diſunions and fe 
rences, that have been,and are yet.among(t thoſe 
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_ - Who' ſhould cloſe together in molt intimate 


ef *; #Pot. the diviſions 'of the people af 


God there axear this day great thoughts of heart; 


and we muſt not fo much as hope for. the happi- 


-neſs of Ralcion days, untill they retufn'and em- 


brace eachrother_inlove and; harmony. Itistoo 
too evident, that the malignant party are buſie, 
ahd combining topether to enſlave us; and they 
have now freſh blooming hopes, that this is their 
time to appear for the bringing back of that re- 
Je&ed Line, and for theraiſing of themſelves up 
apain.in our downfall. Nor could they have 
ſuch ſtrong confidences , were they not confede- 
rate with that ſoure, ridgid, diſcontented party, 


whom nothing will pleafe, unleſle they can grur 


themſelves by fetritig their foot. on our necks : 
TN WHobpl they once conteſted againſt that 
old.Royall Intefeſt, yer now they cannot poſli- 
bly fancy a lafting ſettlement, but by recalling 


Him in again'upon their own terms. Thisflame 


alſo is blowh'upby thoſe, who whet their buing 
and imbirtered tongues for miſchief againſt us, 
who ptepare ſcourges for our backs. And be- 


 caufe' Wwe walk in a track different from them, 


andſeperate from.them and the world, in things 
of ſpiritual] concernment ; they are enraged , 
and deviſe deviſes againſt us, and ſtrongly en- 
deayour to ere(t their own Dominion in our 
craſhing and extirpation, The grear Engine, 
which all parties make uſe of, togratific at once 
this their Ambition and enmity, is, the vaſt di- 
ſtance, conteſts,and divifions, that are uhhappily 


orept inamongſt us; whileſt we lye ſcattered as 
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diſhonour of our Maſter. Is it not then high time 
toawaken, . and to raiſe our ſelves from the bed 
of {loth and ſecurity 2 Should wenot unite to- 
gether in Jove and ſweetneſs?- Should we not 
humble our ſelves before our God > Should we 
not pray? believe, confer, and take counſel! to- 
gether, as in tbe dayes of old, when the bleſled 
preſence 'of the Lord was like freſh ſprings of 


water in our ſouls? Should we got conſider from. 


whence we are fallen, and repent, and do our 


firſt works, and remember the loves of our Vir-. 


ginity? Theſe we think, are things proper.and 


uiteable unto the preſent. times we live in. 
Surely, we are begirt with dangers from all ſides: _ 


ſurely;,the judgments of theLord are already gon 
out-againſt us; and they ſound a loud and dread. 
fall alarum in our ears : If we yetbe ſtupid,and 
not take warning, and return unta the Lord, 
we may juſtly expect the full viols of hifwrath 
to be emptied out upon us. In ſuch an ,cxtraor-' 
dinary-day, as this 1s, we conceive, that there is a 
more than ordinary duty incumbent.on us. The 
moſt fine gold is become dimme, and hath .con- 


tracted the mixture of much droſs : The moſt 


lorious cauſe, which at the. beginning brake 
forth freſh and vigorous, and appeared like a 
Bride decked with-ornaments, is now become 


Killed, being faded in its beauty'; and'isſo chan-. 
Te _ goed. 


| * o\ | EN | * | 
Eorn. in the Feild, not bound up in ſheaves. 


whileſt weare dwelling in diſtio& Iſlands, not 
eptertaining commerce with each,other : And. 
whileſt we ſpeak, or rather. babble out different 4 
voices & languages, to our own confuſjon, & the. 
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ged, and miſhapen with aſtrange dreſſe, we had 
almoſt ſaid ; with the attire of an Harlot, that 
we have at once both loſt our ſelves and our full- 

rown hopes, whileſt in vain we endeavour to 
Bade it. We have been all made drunk, as it 
were with ſweet wine, through the confluence 
of earthly enjoyments, and delights: And we 
have not onely deſerted the work put into our 
hands, but we have ſo blemiſhed it., that we have 
given our Adverſaties advantages thereby , as 
well to blaſpheme, as to rejoyce. It is'as hard 
now to know what we have to doe in this doubt- 
full juncture, as it 1seaſfje to ſee; that we are out 
of the way, and have loſt the foot- ſteps of that 
glorious preſence, which heretofore condufted 
us. We will open our very hearts untoyou, be- 
cauſe we can ſay, through grace, that we endea« 
vour to keep a good conſcience, void of offence 


both towards God, and towards man. We muſt 


needs ſay, that we would not have the Authori- 
ty and Kingdome of our Lord Jeſus {lighted and 


neglected : We would not have ſuperſtitions 
and falſe worſhips creep up again, nd appear "a 


publique, uncontrouled ; We would not have the 
Conſciences of our fellow-brethren burden'd, 
and-under the yokes of rigid impofitions : We 
would not have Tyranny, Oppreffion, and In- 


juſtice, ſo much as ſeen amongſt us-in any of + _ 


their ſhapes and appearances; We would not 
have the prophane- ſpirit of the world gratified 
in their excefles, and in their paſtimes not ſute- 
able to. a well-guided Comman- wealth ; we 
would not have the juſt Liberties of the Nation 
trawpled on by any, nor under the foot(tool of 
an Arbitrary diſpoſall ; Tfin-theſe things we of- 
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fend, we are ſorry,and Nl are convinced there- 
of, we fhall amend. Sure we are, it was once the- 
' main defigne, to extirpate every thing that ſtood 
in the way of a through Reformation. It was "0 
once the great principle,that ſwayed our aQtings, = 
to advance the beſt things, and toentruſtthe 
management of them in the handsof the beſt, 3 
and moſt upright perſons. 'But how far we have 2 
warped, and deflc&ted from yheſe things, Letall NT 
ſober unprejudiced ſpirits,that doe not Willingly 
ſhut their eyes, be the judges. Be not diſpleaſed 
then, that we call upon you to ſtand in the good 
old way, ana to return into that path, where the 
Lord met you and owned you, and diſplayed 
his marvellous loving kindneſles, and his triyum- _ 
phant excellencies before your eys. Remember þ } 
that the Vows of God are upon you \ if through 
« your remiſneſle and inadvertency riine over _ i 
cake us, we ſhall have an hiding-place ja the - - 
chambers of divine love, in the midſt of thoſe _.. - 
defolations : But what -comfort you can have, 


that you have not diſcharged the duty incum-' 5M 
bent on you, in this day of danger, whileſt an op- - + oe 
 portunity. was in your hands to do itz we now _ 
lay it upon your Conſciences to conſider, before -.- 


it is yet too late. The Lord poure out upon us — +3 
richly the ſpiritof love and of unanimity; the "i 
ſpirit of courage and of aGtivity, the ſpirit. of wiſ- 
dome and zeal ; that  _ of glory may again - 
viſiteus, and aſcend unto its perfect hejgheand 
ſplendour : That we may doe worthilyfor God 

and for his people in our generations 7: Andithat + 
the undoubted Rights and Liberties of. theſe Na- of 
tions may be fixt upon the- laſting durable foun-: - af 
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